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Hon.

Hon.
heliof.

Hon, T. Moore: Time has already told.

Hon. G, FRASER: A matter which has
agitated the public wmind for seme thme is
the future of the Swan River, Many have
heen disturbed in the last few months by
rumours that poriions of the rviver will he
leased to aviation companies immediately
aftor the war, Part of the people’s play-
ground has heen (aken away from them dur-
ing the war and there have been no very
serious  complaints  beeause it has  been
realised that the river is vequired for war
purposes. T refer partienlarly to Crawley
Bay. There i~ no douht the commereial air-
lines are endeavouring to obtain the right
to utilise this avca after the war. The Gov-
ernment has not made anv deeision on the
matter but T would like the Chief Sceretary,
when replying to the debate, to mive us, if
possible, some indication as to the Govern-
ment's intentions.

Hon, A. Thowmson: If vou do not want
airliners to land in Perth, send them to
Albany: we will have them.

Hon. (i. FRASER: T suppose there are
other sites available but we should de our
hest to reserve for the use of the people
the one T mentioned. The slogan through-
ont the metropelitan area is, “Hands off the
river,” so far as using it for connereial
avialion iz coneerned. Tt is the people’s
playground and as this city extends there
will not he many other such rveserves left
for them. T hope the Government will make
an carly announcement regarding its policy
in that eonnection.

J. Cornell: Time will tell.
G. FRASER: Yes, but that is my

HON. T. MOORE
mally second the motion.

On motion by Hon, C. P. Baxter, de-
hate adjourned,

(Centrald: T for-

House adjowrned at 358 p.m.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legislative Assembly met at noon,
pursuant to Proclamation by His FExcelleney
the Lieutenant-Governor, which prociama-
tion was read by the Clerk (Mr. ¥, G
Steery).

MESSAGE—OPENING BY COM-
MISSIONER.

A Message from His Execellency's Com-
missioner requested the attendance of mem-
bers of the TLegislative Assembly in the
Legislative Couneil Chamber. Hon. mem-
bers having weeordingly preceeded to that
Chamber and heard the Commission vead,
they returned to the Assembly Chamber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

H's Honour My, Justiee Dwyer, having
been commissioned by the Licutenant-Gov-
ernor, appeared in the Assembly Chamber
to administer to members the onth of allegi-
ance to His Majesty the King.

The Clerk produced cloction swrits show-
ing the return of 30 members; alse writs
for hy-cleefions for North-Fast Fremantle
{Ministerial}, and for Avon and Swan.

All the members eleeted, with the excep-
tion of My, Abbott, Hon. A, A M. Caverley.
Mr. Newton, Mr. Raphael, Mr. Stvants and
Mr. Wilson were present, and took and =nh-
sevibod the path as remuived by statute and
sirned the roll,

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.
THE PREMIER: The House heing duly
constituted, T now move—

That Mr. Sleeman do take the Chair of this
House as Speaker,
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MR. WATTS (Katanning): I second the
motion,

MRE. SLEEMAN (Fremantle): I submit
wyself to the will of the House.

There being no other nomination,

The SPHEAKER-ELECT, having been
conducted to the Chair by the mover and
seconder of the motion, #aid: I thank mem-
bers sincevely for the great honour they
have conferred uwpon me in electing me to
this position. The conduct of members in
the past has mnde my duties fairly easy;
and with their assistance in the future, such
a5 has heen given me in the past, T will
endeavonr to discharge my duties with the
dignily becoming to this House.

THE PREMIER [12.38]: On behalf of
myself personally, and 1 think on behalf of
all members of the House, I desire to offer
vou, Sir, my heartiest congratulations upon
your election to the high and honourable
puosition of Speaker. When vou were elected
to the position some five years ago, I ex-
pressed the hope that you wonld have o
lomg, pleasant and  svecessful term  ax
Speaker, but T said that wyour previous
record had been such as to assure us that
vou wonld have a high sense of justice and
impartiality and that we had every con-
fidence that you would fill the position of
Speaker with eredit to vourself and with
due regard to the high traditions established
by these who preceded wvou in the office.
Our hopes on that oceasion have been renlised
by yvour conduct of the House during the
past five vears. Thiring that period voun
have vcarned the respeet, goodwill and
esteem of all the members. You have always
given nembers all the proteetion and liberty
whieh vou are entitled to give under the
Standiog Orders; and, whenever it has been
necessary for you to nse the authority vested
in vou, you have done so in sueh a way as
to preserve the goodwill and esteem of those
who had to submit, sometimes perhaps un-
willingly but with good grace, to the autho-
ritv which must he vested in the Speaker if
Nie is to discharge suecessfully the duties
ontrnsted to him.  On this oceasion I wish
vou a very pleasant term in your office as
Speaker. T hope it will be a long one; 1
know it will he suceessful beeanse of the
experience we have had in the past of your
sound administration,

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. WATTS (Katanning): I have
pleasure in extending to you, Sir, econ.
gratulations on behalf of myself and those
associated with me, I seconded the motion
hecause T know of no-one on the Gioverniment
side of the House whom I would sooner see
as Speaker of this Assembly. Youn have
filled the position during the past five years
in an impartial and friendly manner. You
have at times met with diffienliies but you
have overcome them reasonably. There have
been times when we have not agreed with
vou, but it is your privilege to direet and
ours to object if we feel that objection is
worth taking. It is notable, however, that
only on rare occasions has there been any
real dissent from your rulings. I believe
that state of affairs will eontinue and because
T believe that, it is with great pleasure in
the cirenmstanees that I see vou in the Chair
agatn.

MRBR. McDONALD (West Terth): On
Lehalf of my colleagues on this zide of the
House and myself, T desire to he associated
with the congratulations which have been
extended to vou, Sir, by the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition. The offiee of
Speaker is one of very great importance in
our parliamentary institutions. Upon the
conduet of the office depends to a very large
extent the degree of confidence that the
people have in the working of our parlia-
mentary institutions, In the exereise of yonr
high office, Mr. Speaker, you have shown not
only ahility but the impartiality which tra-
ditionally has heen expected and obtained
from those that have held the office. I want
to assure vou of our confidence in you and
of our best wishes to you in the exercise of
a further term of yowr office.

PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER-
ELECT.

THE PREMIER: T desire fo announce
that His Excellency the Lieut.-Glovernor will
now be pleased to receive the Speaker and
such hon. members as desire to accompany
him.

Sitting suspended from 1244 10 2.55 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 desire to inform the
House that T have waited upon His
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Exeelleney the Lieut.-Governor, and have
received from his hand the following:—
The Hon. the BSpeaker of the Legisiative
Assembly,—

1t is with mueh pleasure that I learn that
you have been clected by the members of the
Legislative Assembly to the high and honour-
able office of Speaker of that House, I have
overy confidenee that you will fill the office in
a worthy and dignified manner. {Signed)
James Mitehel], Licut.-Governor,

SUMMONS FROM THE LIEUT.
GOVERNOR.

Mr. Speaker and hon. members, in re-
spohse to sumbnions, preeceded to the Legis-
lative Couneil Chamber and, having heard
His Excelleney deliver the opening Speech
(vide Cooneil report ante), returned to the
Legislative Assembly Chamber,

J[The Speaken took the Cheir.]

BILL—DRIED FRUITS ACT
AMENDMENT.

THE PREMIER: In order to assert and
maintain the nndoubted rights and privileges
of this House te initiate legislation, T move,
without notice, for leave to introduce a Bill
for an Act to continue the operation of the
Dried Fraits Aet, 1926-1937.

Leave given; Bill introduced and read a
first tune.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH, DISTRIBUTION.

Mr. SPEAKER: Accompanied by hon.
members of this Chamber, I attended His
Excellency the Lient.-Governor in the Legis-
lative Conneil Chamber ta hear the Speech
which Hix Excelleney was pleased to deliver
to hoth Houses of Parlinment. For the sake
of greater acenvacy, T have caused copies of
the Speech to he distributed amongst mem-
bers of this Chamber.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Firgt Day.
MR. HOAR (Nelson) [3.28]: T move—

That the following Address be presented to
His Excelleney the Lieut.-Governor in neply to
the Speech hie has been pleased to deliver to
Parlinment:—'*May it please Your Excel-
lency: We, the members of the Legislative As-
sembly of the Parlinment of Western Australia,
in Parliament assembled, beg to express our

loyalty to our most gracious Sovereign and to
thank ¥Your Exeelleney for the Speeeh you have
been pleased te deliver to Pavliament, '’

I would be lacking in a spirit of justice if T
fniled to use this oceasion to congratulate
the Government on its fourth suceessive term.
That is an onistanding achievement in the
history of the State, and one which is de-
serving of the highest commendation from
all seetions of the community. It is also
pleasing to me to note that the oceasion of
the opening of the 18th Parliament of this
State coineides with the continued onward
mareh of the Allied Armies. The military
situntion on all fronts today suggests that
this most terrible of wars might be brought
to a reasonably early and suecessful eoncln-
sion., This fact, however, imposes a great
responsibility on the Commonwealth and
State Parliaments to see that the conditions
on the home front are worthy of the great
services that our men and women are today
rendering in the canse of hnmanity.

In looking into the post-war world, so far
axz we ean from this distance, it seems to me
that land settlement will probably play an
important part in the rehabilitation of our
service personnel. T am more than interested
to note in His Excelleney’s Speech in this
regard that an extensive examination has al-
ready been made of unalienated aveas in the
Sonth-West porfion of the State likely to be
suitahle for land settlement; and that pro-
visien of further tarms from Crown lands is
being preceded by exhaustive examinations
and soil surveys, and investigations into the
economic possibilities of drainage extensions.
Those remarks deal with the type of eountrv
that T know somethine about: the extreme
South-West. That portion, as most members
realise, is today largely taken up with the
dairving industry. T helieve myself that this
cxtensive cxamination will have to be fol-
lowed by a complete change of ontlook and
seitlement poliey before the people of the
future, in this loeality, can hope to look for-
ward with any measure of eonfidence.

It i within my eertain knowledge that the
pcople in the dairying industry, in the past
vears, have been eompelled to exist on a sub-
sistence standard far below that preseribed
by the Arbitration Court as the minimum for
adult labour. Tt is not a question of who is
to blame, becanse therc are probably quite a
namber of contributory eauses. The fact
is, however, that these people have to exist
under stich conditions in this land of
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abundant wealtll. Such a state of aifairs
easts a serions refleciion on a nation of
people whe pride Lhemselves on their
humanistie ideals, At the present time
the dairying industry, due to inflated
prices and higher ecosts beesuse of the war
situation, is being artificially bolstered by
a £7,500,000 subsidy, without which, of
course, it could not exist other than ou a
continned low standard. In normal times
there does not appear (o be any planning
hehind the industry. There does not scem
to be any seheme of stohilisation capable
of solving the renl prohlem; there is no
minimam or gnaranteed price sufficient to
enalde the farmer te pay his eosts of devel-
opment, plan his work ahead and enjoy a
standard of living eonunensurate with the
sorviee he is rendering the community.

It wust be obvious to all who have
studied thiz question that the settlement
conditions of the past, as they apply to
the small farmer at any rate, have not
produced the results antlicipated, but have
hred a people almost wholly subservient to
the will of hank officials, and faced with
a debt that only the third or fourth gene-
ration ean hope to pay. They have no feel-
ing of sceurity. and, in addition, they have
a whalesome distrnst of politieians gener-
ally. That is a frank statement of the eco-
nomie situation and of the mental outlook
of the averace farmer as T see it. and one
whieh ereates a situalion that will have to
he altered if the new world is to mean any-
thing af all. We all hepe that the term of
the present Parlinment will see the end of
the war and the beginning of the new life.

At the elose of haostilities we shall prob-
ably find many hundreds of our returned
men who have a desire for farming sceking
a livelihood on the land. It depends uwpor
the amount of time and thought we give
the subicet now as to 1he kind of life those
wen will enjoy in the years to come. To
expeet o oman to sefile on the land without
some assurance of seeurity is not veason-
ahle, T ean see that the whole of our land
settlement poliex will have to be reviewed
and. to a lavge oxtent, revised. Tn this con-
nectton, mav T sav. the areas mentioned m
His Excelleney's Speech are well known to
me. and T feel that hefore they can he
openred up in a manner that will ensure
seenrity to future farmers. the Government
musf assume rreater responsibility in the
resultant eost. T am morve than interested

in a stateiment made by the Surveyor-Gene-
ral, Mr. Fyfe, in his 1943 veport. He
stated—

Caleunlations of cost of development and net
carning eapicities of two home maintenance
areag of Crown lumd in the heavy timber dis-
tricts of thc South Coast, one mainly for
dairying and the other mainly for sheep,
showed that assaming the methods of develop-
ment generally adopted in 1938 were applicd
and no attempt made to clear the land in a
very short period, a selector could expeet to
pay interest on the capital cost of his farm
and provide a reasonable standard of living for
himself and family after seven or eight yenrs”
hard work and very simple living, He could
not, however, be expeeted to pay the aceumnu-
Inted interest on his debt which would acerue
during the period of progressive development.
Tn other words, when fully developed, Loth
these propertics should be capable under effi-
cient management of earrying a debt cqual to
the value of them on a cost Jess depreeciution
hasis, less interest on improvements during the
period in which the land was emerging from an
unimproved to a productive state,

I accept that view and consider it to be
the only sound hasis of settlement in that
part of the State. The acecumulation of
prineipal is pne thing, but to expeet a tar-
mer in the yvears to come 1o hear an inter-
est burden that has heen aecumulated and
compounderd during the early yvears of
settlemeont when he kad no chance what-
ever of making puvinent is illngieal and
unreasonable. The very fuet that so much
money has already been written off this
land is proof enongh for me that the ori-

cinal eonditions of settlement were un-
sonnd.
Anather condition of suceessiul seltle-

ment is the provision of pavable and de-
pendahle prices for farm produets. It is
not of mueh use going to great expense {n
open upr land only to provide a bread-line
standard for the oceupiers. Farmers expect
something hetter than that. Tt is not reason-
nble to expect a farmer to become a vietim
of depressed oversea prices brought ahout
lavgely in other countries under the old
trade and fiscal policies which have had the
goneral effeet of reducing standards el
round. Something better than this is re-
ruired. Todav we ave seeking to plan inter-
nationally. There has already been held an
Tnternational TLabour Offiee  Conference.
There is also an Tnternational Monetary
Conference which is concluding its delibera-
fions. The idea is so to plan the world as
to ive the greatest seearity and happiness

to the prople of all eountries. The surcess
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of these plans and the realisation of this
ideal will, of course, depend upon the
amount of sincerify imbuwing the men who
sit at the eonference tables. After the close
of the war there will be for a number of
vears a period of assured markety for our
exportable primary products, but when the
devastated countries of the world again be-
gin. te come into production, a situation
might develop, due to the fauct that selfish-
ness and greed have yet to he eradicated
from human nature, whereby all the evils of
the last depression will again affliet the
Tarmer,

It is a well-known faet that that depression
was brought about, not as a result of any
shortage of goods, but because there were
too many goods in relation to the purchasing
power of the people. The consequence was
that prices collapsed, wage standards were
lowered and the situation was further ag-
eravated by the machinations of an out-
worn finaneial system. The point I wish
to make is that while Australia should co-
operate with other eountries to the limit of
its eapacity in secking to bring security and
stabilisation to world conditions, it shonid
at the same time so plan iis internal economy
as ta protect its own people in the event of
there heing an international breakdown.

Reverting to the dairying industry, T eon-
sider that there should he no return in any
circumstanees to the priee of 7d. or 8d. per
. for butter fat sueh as prevailed during
the last depression, no matter what other
countries think about us or how much their
finaneial wizards seek to impose their will
wpon ns. Today, under wartime emergency
measures, we have to vesort to artificial
means to impart some sort of stability to
our primary indunstries. It is to be hoped
that at the conclusion of the war both
Commonwealth and State (tovernments will
realise that one of the main essentials to
sound settlement and good husbandry is n
pavable, dependable price for farmers’ pro-
duets.

Linked eclosely with post-war settlement
conditions iz the provision of eomfortabla
and suitable homes. I do not think that
this matter can be over-emphasised. Good
homes rank high in the list of life’s essen-
tials, and there is no single condition in
the lives of the people that has sueh a
damaging effeet on health or is so harmful
in other ways as is unsuitable housing. The

character of n child to a large extent is
determined by its home environment. Good
homes and healthy surroundings mean happy
people; Dbad housing and unsunitable sar-
roundings have a depressing effect, which
may often be secn in the faees of the people.

During the last six months I have done n
considerable amount of travelling in the out-
back areas of the Nelson distriet and from
the point of view of farmers' homes, I do
not like what T have scen. In the older
settled areas people are living in the original
rade shacks and tin hompies that were
erected many years ago as temporary shelters,
Over the intervening years those people have
been trying to make a living and to pay the
administration charges of the Agricultural
Bank, and theyv have not had either the time
or the money to enable them fo build hetter
homes for themselves. Almost all those
dwellings are unfit for human habitation
and would he econdemned ou sight by any
competent health authorily.

OF all the places that T have seen, Walpole
cries out the loudest for the earliest possible
attention. T notice from the 1943 report of
the Agrieultural Bank dealing with group
settlements that, at the time of the publica-
tion of the report, 460 vacant holdings were
in the hands of the bank. I made it my busi-
ness to ingpeet a number of those properties
and examine the homes that once held out
suelr fond hopes to the settlers. Today those
properties present a picture of utter desola-
tion and decay, owing partly to the normal
passage of time and partly to thieving and
vandalism on n grand seale. The position is
this: The war may end sooner than we ex-
pect, and we may be faced with hundreds of
applications for land, many of whiech no
doubt will be for selections in the South-
West,

Probably the Government’s policy will be
to re-people the abandoned farms before em-
harking apon fresh settlement ventores.
With such a poliey T would agree, but I con-
sider that before any of those farms are
opened for sclection, provision shonld be
made for suitable and comfortable homes.
The Commonwealth Government has stated
its intention to provide good homes for
formers and form workers, but I am unable
to find out verv mueh about this proposal.
There seems to be some doubt as te how it
will be finaneed or whether the scheme will
include farms under mortgage to other finan-
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cial institations. The one thing I am certain
of is that if the building of farmers’ homes
1s going to depend upon whether the proper-
ties are unencumbered then there will not be
many homes built in the South-West.

I find myself disappointed with the pro-
gress being made today in the matter of a
home-bunilding plan for farmers, and I con-
sider that so far as this State is concerned
therc should be, as I bave already mentioned,
an immediate survey made of all the vacant
holdings now held by the Agricultural Bank
with a view to assessing not only damage
and deterioration of soil fertility or future
productivity, but also the possibility of a
home-building plan that will fit in with the
desives of the people of the post-war world.
Tf for any reason it is found impossible to
include such a plan in a larger national
scheme because of some peculiar thought that
8 man with a mortgage around his neck does
not need a home, I suggest that this Parlia-
ment should consider injecting more Iife and
vigour into our own Agricultural Bank. To-
day that institution aets purely as a debt-
collecting agenev. I am open to correction
but T have never heard of one constructive
idea emanating from that moribund institu-
tion,

Mr. Doney: Hear, hear!

Mr. HOAR: It is my opinion that an agri-
eultural bank should not exist merely as a
debt-coilecting agency; it should be a posi-
tive inspirttion to agrienlturists throughout
the State. - 1wch a state of affairs does not
exist today with regard to our own Agrieul-

tural Bank, and I thercfore suggest that the
Government should give earnest considera-
tion to utilising the institution for that pur-
pose and giving it snfficient power, if it has
not already got it, to undertake o home-build-
ing plan with respect to the properties under
ity jurisdiction, because home building today
must have an important place in any of the
Government's plans for the years following
the war. People are demanding better condi-
tions than they have known hitherto and a
way must be found to extend those benefits
to the farming community; for, whilst all
phases of industrial life are to some extent
related and interdependent, agriealture re-
maing the broad basis on which rests the
whole of our national tife. If that basc is
impoverished, then that will he reficcted in
almost every home in the Commonwenlth.
Our task, then, shounld he to plan the new
world in such a way as to make our primary
industries secure.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I for-

mally second the maotion.

On motion hy Mr. Watts, debate ad-
journed,

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER: I moave—

That the House at its rising adjourn till 4.30°
p-m. on Tuesday, the 1st August.

Qnestion put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.50 p.m.




